
Waving at thousands of fans lined along 
the streets of downtown Puyallup from 
her seat atop the Daffodil Festival fl oat is 
a moment that will remain forever etched 
in Rogers High School senior Kenna 
Erhardt’s memory.  

The parade — one of Erhardt’s fi rst public 
appearances after being crowned the 2013 
Daffodil Festival queen — is the begin-
ning of a busy year for the Puyallup teen 
that will be fi lled with guest appearances 
throughout the Pacifi c Northwest.

The 17-year-old, who graduates from high 
school this month, will represent Pierce 
County at lunches, benefi ts, auctions, and 
meetings sponsored by service clubs and 
other local organizations.

She will also volunteer at community 
service projects and ride atop the Daffo-
dil Festival fl oat in more than two dozen 
parades from as far south as Oregon to 
as far north as Canada. She has chosen 
her nickname Kenna (rather than her full 

name McKenna) for her offi cial Daffodil 
Festival queen name.

This fall, she will learn to balance her 
schedule as Daffodil Festival queen with 
her new role as a fi rst-year college student.

Erhardt has been accepted to Pacifi c Lu-
theran University (PLU) and plans to pur-
sue a nursing degree. As queen, Erhardt 
receives a $7,000 scholarship toward her 
college tuition.

Queen coronation

Surprise, excitement, and amazing are 
some of the words Erhardt uses to describe 
the moment she learned in March that she 
had been selected from among 24 Pierce 
County high school princesses as Daffodil 
Festival queen.

“I was overwhelmed,” she said. “I remem-
ber hearing my school name announced, 
and then my name. I also remember look-

Puyallup School District Elementary Teacher of the Year Adrienne Caufi eld reads to her fi rst graders at 
Shaw Road Elementary School. Chris Tavern, Teacher of the Year among the district’s junior high and 
high schools, helps sophomore Genesis Nomura learn to project her voice during acting class.
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Teachers of the Year honored for passion, commitment

Rogers High senior has busy year ahead as Daffodil Queen

2013 Daffodil Festival Queen Kenna Erhardt, a senior at Rogers 
High School, sings along to music on the fl oat as it travels through 
downtown Puyallup in April during the 80th Annual Daffodil Festival 
Parade.

continued on page 4

Adrienne Caufi eld, who teaches fi rst grade 
at Shaw Road Elementary, and Chris 
Tavern, who teaches drama and American 
Studies at Emerald Ridge High, are this 
year’s Puyallup School District Teachers 
of the Year.

Both are former Puyallup School District 
students and learned of their awards in 
March with surprise announcements dur-
ing impromptu school staff meetings.

The school board honored them this 
spring with engraved plaques and a stand-
ing ovation before a room full of their 
colleagues. Caufi eld is Teacher of the Year 
at the elementary level, while Tavern is 
recognized at the junior high and high 
school level.

Adrienne Caufi eld
Shaw Road Elementary

Adrienne Caufi eld knows about each of 
her student’s dogs, cats, turtles, and rab-
bits. She also gets daily updates on their 
soccer scores, ballet recitals, loose teeth, 
and every sparkly rock that is found on 
the playground.

For each of their stories, Caufi eld listens 
patiently and intently as if that child is all 
that matters at that moment. She under-
stands that what might seem trivial to an 
adult is hugely important in the life of a 

fi rst grader.

“She takes the time to build a rapport with 
each of her students personally and greets 
them every morning with a smile and 
welcoming comment,” said Principal Judy 
Piger. “It is her interactions with students 
that cause them to trust, respect, and adore 
her.”

This is Caufi eld’s seventh year teaching 
fi rst grade at Shaw Road Elementary. Be-

fore that, she taught second grade for six 
years in the Bethel School District.

Caufi eld teaches not far from where she 
went to school as a child. She attended 
Sunrise Elementary, Ferrucci Junior High, 
and Rogers High schools.

After graduation, Caufi eld enrolled at 
Western Washington University, where 
she earned a bachelor’s degree in psychol-
ogy and sociology.

Caufi eld landed her fi rst job working as 
a family support specialist in the Clover 
Park School District’s Early Childhood 
Assistance Program, but she quickly real-
ized her calling was to teach.

She earned her K-8 teaching certifi cate, 
and completed her student teaching at 
Maplewood Elementary in Puyallup.

She and her husband, Scott, who also 
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Thoughts as graduation day draws near
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Aylen celebrates 50 years of learning 

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
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Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

In refl ecting upon my fi rst year as Puyal-
lup School District superintendent, I am 
struck by the consistency with which stu-
dents, parents, and community members 
have demonstrated their pride in student 
achievement and their commitment to 
this community. It is evident to me that 
while Puyallup has grown to become 
more than just a bedroom community of 
larger nearby cities, it has maintained 
many characteristics of a small town 
community. The care and support of the 
community’s most valuable natural re-
source, its children, is clearly a tradition 
in Puyallup.

We celebrate the fact that Puyallup stu-
dents consistently exceed the state aver-
ages in all grades on all subjects on state 
tests. This year, for example, both Kalles 
and Glacier View junior high schools 
were named “Schools of Distinction” for 
being among the top 5 percent of schools 
statewide that demonstrated improve-
ment in reading and math. More recently, 
the state presented fi ve of our elemen-
tary schools — Edgerton, Maplewood, 
Ridgecrest, Stewart, and Woodland — 
with a 2012 Washington Achievement 
Award for being among Washington’s top 
performing schools. 

For students who struggle to meet state 
learning standards, the district provides 

a lengthy list of supports and interven-
tions. On-time graduation specialists, for 
example, are located at each of our junior 
high and high schools. The specialists 
identify students who need extra help; 
work with teachers, counselors, and other 
school support staff to develop interven-
tions that will help students meet state 
standards; track progress; and communi-
cate with parents.

Summer school provides another oppor-
tunity for students to work toward meet-
ing graduation requirements. High school 
students who are behind in their credits; 
need additional help in math, reading, 
and writing; or want to prepare for the 
High School Profi ciency Exam (HSPE) 
retakes in August can get help during this 
year’s summer school.  

The Puyallup School District has dem-
onstrated a commitment to help students 

succeed in spite of challenges they may 
face along the way. This tradition of sup-
port is worth celebrating.

One particular area of community 
support that has moved me personally 
has been the encouragement our busi-
ness community has given to the 19- to 
21-year-old students in our district’s 
Advance Program. Our students with 
special needs learn employability and life 
skills by working with these community 
partners. Puyallup business owners and 
dedicated teaching staff demonstrate pa-
tience and nurturing as they help prepare 
these students for an independent life 
where their contributions will be real and 
meaningful. Each year, between 12 and 
18 students graduate from this program, 
and many will be regularly employed in 
our community after graduation.

It is said that the strength of a community 
can be judged on how it comes together 
to care and nurture its youngest and most 
needy members. The entire Puyallup 
community does this day in and day out 
with Puyallup School District students, 
and the results are demonstrated in stu-
dent achievement and community pride. 
The tradition of excellence in education 
makes this a wonderful place to live and 
grow, and to watch our young people do 
the same.

Parents of students who are graduating 
this month from high school at Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker will 
understand the question I couldn’t quite 
answer at about this time a year ago: 
Where did the last 18 years go?

As commencement day drew closer for 
my daughter, it felt like only yesterday 
when she blessed our family with her 
birth and, in the blink of an eye, headed 
out the door to her fi rst day of school, 
followed by all the other school-related 
milestones that seemed to rush by.

It also occurred to me that the sense of 
time fl ying in students’ academic lives is 
experienced every year by teachers and 
school staff members. As each school 
year ends with another graduating class, 
they’re feeling for the umpteenth time the 
culmination of their work with one group 
of young people, accompanied by the 
excitement of more minds to help mold 
in the years to come. Each newly minted 
graduate earned their diploma thanks to 
the efforts of dozens of teachers, start-
ing in elementary school and carrying on 
through junior high and high school. 

In May, 65 outstanding seniors in the 
Class of 2013 were honored at a school 
board meeting. Their families were on 
hand for this annual special recognition 
that always leaves the audience impressed 
by the quality of the students as citizens 
and amazed by their accomplishments as 
scholars. Each of them, if asked, would 
easily be able to single out one or more 

teachers who stand out as examples of 
having inspired them on their road to suc-
cess. If each student can do that, imagine 
how many times a teacher can look back 
and recall students whose perseverance 
and dedication inspired them as well.

The district also honored its Teachers of 
the Year this spring and paid tribute to 
all of our educators last month during 
Teacher Appreciation Week. No amount of 
thanks is enough for their caring and com-
mitment to students. I hope families and 
students have that in mind while celebrat-
ing on graduation day.

For parents whose children are still on 
the journey to high school graduation and 
young adulthood, may I also suggest the 
following: Slow life down a little, if you 
can, and enjoy the years and experiences. 
Revel in the learning of your students. 
Celebrate the moments, big and small. 
And preserve all the memories you can.

More than 500 people, many of them 
Aylen Junior High alumni, gathered in 
April to celebrate the school’s 50th an-
niversary.

The event featured guest speakers, his-
torical displays, a time capsule dedica-
tion, an alumni and student choir musical 
performance, building tours, a cake 
reception, and a slideshow of school 
photos taken over the past fi ve decades. 

Principal Kevin Mensonides opened the 
celebration with a special welcome to 
students, staff, and community members 
who fi lled the school gym.

“I am honored to serve as principal of 
this school that has such a rich history,” 
Mensonides said.

Read more and see a slideshow of event 
photos on the district website.

Peggy Burrough, retired Aylen Junior High and Puyallup High 
choir director, directs current students and alumni in “Battle 
Hymn of the Republic” during the 50th anniversary celebration.



All junior high and high school athletes 
participating in football, soccer, basket-
ball, and wrestling must undergo a con-
cussion baseline screening before they can 
participate in those sports, effective with 
the start of this fall’s athletic season.

This summer, the district will team with 
Sound Family Medicine and Apple Physi-
cal Therapy staff members to offer student 
athletes free concussion baseline screenings.

The screenings will be held on August 
16, 19, 22, and 26 at Sparks Stadium, 601 
Seventh Ave. S.W. in Puyallup. 

Tenth graders will be screened between 
8 and 11 a.m., eleventh graders between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m., and twelfth graders 
between 2 and 5 p.m. on all four days. 
Junior high students may arrive for testing 
anytime between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. on all 
four screening days.

The new concussion baseline screening 
requirement “is designed to help ensure 
our students’ health and safety,” said Rick 
Wells, director of athletics, health, and 
fi tness.

Wells has worked this past year with dis-
trict leadership and medical care provid-
ers trained in concussion management to 
revise a policy regulation that addresses 
athletic concussions and head injuries.

The revised regulation states in part that 
prior to participation, all athletes in-
volved in high-impact sports shall receive 
concussion baseline testing by a licensed 
health care provider trained in concussion 
management.

The regulation specifi cally lists basket-
ball, football, soccer, and wrestling as 
high-impact athletic programs that now 
require the concussion baseline screening. 
Athletes involved in low-impact sports 

may choose to voluntarily receive the 
baseline screening, Wells said.
 
It also specifi cally identifi es who clas-
sifi es as a licensed health care provider 
trained in concussion management. The 
list includes a medical doctor, a doctor of 
osteopathy, an advanced registered nurse 
practitioner, a physician’s assistant, and a 
certifi ed athletic trainer.

In the event of a suspected head injury or 
concussion, the regulation states:
• A youth athlete who is suspected 

of sustaining a concussion or head 
injury in a practice or game shall be 
immediately removed from play.

• A student who has been removed from 
play may not return to any district 
activity, including athletics, P.E., open 
gym, swimming, etc. until the athlete 
is evaluated by a licensed health care 
provider trained in the evaluation 
and management of concussions. The 

Puyallup High senior Isak Visser moves the ball down the fi eld in a 
May soccer match against the Bethel Braves. The Vikings won 2-0.

photo by Emma Miller
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Concussion testing set for high-impact sports

Photography teacher wins top CTE award

student must have written clearance 
from that provider to return to play.

• All athletes diagnosed with a 
concussion must receive exertional 
testing clearance before returning to 
play and must be without concussion 
symptoms for at least 48 hours before 
that testing takes place.

The revised policy regulation also re-
quires that all school district coaches be 
trained at least once every two years in 
head injury and concussion management.

The new concussion baseline screening 
requirement comes nearly one year after 
more than 150 Puyallup High football and 
girls soccer players participated in a free 
voluntary concussion screening at Sparks 
Stadium.

Sound Family Medicine and Apple 

Parents of students in kindergarten 
through grade 12 may register their 
children for school every Wednesday 
between July 10 and August 14 at the 
Puyallup School District’s administra-
tive offi ce in downtown Puyallup.

The district will register students 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on July 10, 
17, 24, and 31, as well as on August 7 
and 14.

Registration will be located in the Pio-
neer Room at the Education Service 
Center, 302 Second St. S.E. (on the 
corner of Meridian Street and Pioneer 
Avenue).

For more information on what docu-
mentation to bring to registration, or 
about required immunizations, visit the 
school district website.

Summer registration

The Puyallup School District is 
not sponsoring a free summer meal 
program this year; however, there are 
several other organizations sponsoring 
summer meal programs in this area.
 
To locate other summer meal sites, 
contact the following:
• Call the Family Food Hotline at 

1-888-436-6392. Families can 
learn the locations, meal times, and 
contact information for summer 
meals by providing an address, city, 
and/or zip code.

• Visit the Parent Help website at 
www.ParentHelp123.org. Families 
can access summer meal locations 
by entering their zip code.

• Send a text message to FoodWA at 
877-877. Users will receive a return 
text message with information on 
summer food sites based on their 
zip code. 

Summer meal 
program sites

Key dates for the 2013-14 school year, 
including the fi rst day of school, holi-
days, and winter and spring break, are 
on the district website.

Beginning this fall, the Puyallup 
School District will no longer schedule 
early school dismissal and late arrival 
each Wednesday. Rather, all schools 
will start one hour late each Monday 
that school is in session.

The change in school calendars is be-
ing made to increase instructional time 
for students. 

Both morning and afternoon kinder-
garten will be held on Mondays; how-
ever, kindergartners will attend school 
for a slightly shorter time than on 
their Tuesday through Friday school 
schedule.

Key dates set for 
2013-14 school year

Each May, the school board honors 
20 outstanding seniors from Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, and Rogers high 
schools, and fi ve seniors from Walker 
High School. 

The names of all 65 Outstanding 
Seniors are listed on the school district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Board honors 65 
Outstanding Seniors

continued on page 4

He is one of the fi rst on campus in the morn-
ing and one of the last to leave at night.

And wherever he goes, he carries his 
camera with him — always at the ready to 
capture students excelling in academics, 
athletics, and the arts.

Veteran educator Jim Meyerhoff, who 
teaches photography and yearbook and 
coaches wrestling and golf at Emerald 
Ridge High School, is this year’s Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) Educator 
of the Year.

CTE Director Mike Joyner presented him 
with a plaque during a surprise announce-
ment last month at a schoolwide staff 
meeting. The Puyallup School Board also 
recognized Meyerhoff at its May 13 board 
meeting.

“The man gives of himself day in and day 
out,” Assistant Principal Mark Harris told 
the school board. “He incites passion in 
his kids. It’s that thing that we all hope we 
fi nd when our children go to school — a 
teacher who manages to make an impact 
on them that lasts beyond the time that 
they have him.”

The award is given annually to a CTE 
teacher who exhibits “outstanding knowl-
edge, expertise, or exceptional achieve-
ment in his or her fi eld of study.”

In a letter to Meyerhoff, Joyner wrote in 
part, “For the past several years, you have 
been the one CTE teacher who has shown 
us all what pride and commitment mean.”

A stack of nomination letters from his 
fellow Emerald Ridge High CTE teach-
ers, as well as other school colleagues, 

outline reasons he should be chosen for 
the award.

Jennifer Muehlenbruch, who leads the 
school’s Teaching Academy program, 
highlighted his dedication to students.

“He is willing to work with them to help 
enhance their photography skills and to 
help them create the yearbook of their 
dreams,” she wrote. “He puts forth time 
to take them to camps and conventions, 
and he is here before and after school 
helping them. Above and beyond, I can’t 
remember a time that I didn’t see Jim at 
an extracurricular activity taking pictures 
so that all of our students are represented 
in the yearbook.”

Meyerhoff routinely recognizes his digital 
photography students’ work by hanging 

their artwork in the halls near the school’s 
front entrance. After each assignment, 
students vote for a best picture. Meyerhoff 
notes the fi rst and second place, as well as 
honorable mentions, on labels attached to 
the photos.

A year ago, Meyerhoff set up in the front 
offi ce a digital photo frame in which he 
displays images of students participating 
in schoolwide assemblies, athletic events, 
theater productions, and other academic 
pursuits.

He also recognizes his students’ work 
by encouraging them to enter district, 
regional, state, and national competitions.

Medical terminology teacher Jody Wickett 

Emerald Ridge High School photography teacher Jim Meyerhoff is 
this year’s Career and Technical Education Educator of the Year. 
Photo (left): Emerald Ridge High Principal Brian Lowney (right) 
joins Meyerhoff at a school board recognition.

continued on page 7



ing out and seeing everyone clapping in 
the audience. It was a huge surprise and 
an honor.”

A panel of fi ve independent judges 
selected Erhardt as the winner during the 
Daffodil Festival Coronation on March 8 
in Tacoma. Erhardt asked longtime friend 
and classmate Riley Burger to be her 
escort.

Princesses are judged on their academic 
standing, personality, attitude, speaking 
ability, appearance, sociability, speech 
content, festival awareness, and impromp-
tu speaking.

Erhardt is the 77th queen selected to reign 
over the Daffodil 
Festival Royal Court. A 
Daffodil queen has been 
chosen annually since 
1934, except between 
1943 and 1945 during 
World War II. 

Puyallup High senior 
Brianna Pedicone and 
Emerald Ridge High 
senior Cierra McMa-
hon join Erhardt in 

the Royal Court and 
will accompany her at 
several community ap-
pearances this year.

In March, for example, 
the three Daffodil 
Festival ambassadors 
attended a Puyallup-
Sumner Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon. 
They also were recog-
nized at a recent Puyallup City Council 
meeting.

Events and activities

Since being crowned queen, Erhardt has 
attended functions most every weekend 
and occasionally on weekdays.

Once a month the teen dresses in her 
offi cial queen attire, which consists of a 
white dress and sparkly gold tiara, to read 
to children at the South Hill and Summit 
libraries.

She also volunteers twice a month at the 
Boys and Girls Club in Tacoma, where 
she and other princesses help children 
with their homework.

Working with children is a passion for 
Erhardt, who volunteers as a Sunday 
school teacher at Foursquare Church in 
Puyallup. She also teaches vacation Bible 
school in Seattle.

Her career goal, she said, is to work as a 
pediatric nurse in a hospital setting.

In March, Erhardt and the entire Royal 
Court traveled to the state Capitol, where 
they met the governor and visited with lo-
cal Rep. Hans Zeiger, Rep. Joyce McDon-
ald, and Sen. Bruce Dammeier.

All 24 teens also appeared on the King 5 
“New Day Northwest” TV show in Seattle.

Another memorable appearance, she said, 
was when she and several other members 
of the Royal Court toured the Bill & Me-
linda Gates Foundation offi ce headquar-
tered in Seattle.

“We learned so much about the Founda-
tion, and it’s inspiring to see the change 
you can make in the world,” Erhardt said.

One of the most fun outings, she said, was 
a trip to Warm 106.9 and KLSY 92.5 radio 
stations. During the tour, broadcasters in-
terviewed Erhardt and two other princesses 
on the air and turned over the microphone 
to them to read a public service announce-
ment about the Daffodil Festival.

Her role as an ambassador for the Daffodil 
Festival and Pierce County is an opportu-
nity, she said, “to get to experience new 
things, spend time with other girls, and 
learn more about myself.”

She said she has developed strong bonds 
with the princesses and has learned to 
keep a positive outlook on life, have fun, 
and “always be myself.”

Growing up in Puyallup 

Born in Seattle, Erhardt moved to Puy-
allup when she was 5 years old. She 
attended Woodland Elementary from 
kindergarten through grade six and laughs 
as she recalls the year she was picked by 
fellow Woodland Elementary students as 

“having the best smile.”

Eric Molver arrived as school principal 
when Erhardt was in her fi nal year at the 
school.

“She stood out to me right away as a leader 
and as a very special young lady,” Molver 
said. “She has a particularly charming style 
and grace about her and was very mature 
and independent. Not surprisingly, she was 
involved in everything from leadership, to 
sports, to drama.”

Erhardt attended Ballou Junior High in 
grades seven through nine. She won the 
coach’s award in soccer during those 
years, as well as the Most Inspirational 
Student award.

She has continued to play soccer all three 
years at Rogers High, served as the girls 
junior varsity co-captain the past two 
years, and won the coach’s award this 

year. She has also trained with the boys 
soccer team.

“McKenna’s warm personality and 
smile made her a very special part of our 
program,” said Moe Orcutt, varsity girls 
soccer coach. “Her love for the game and 
her teammates made her an example of 
the person every coach and player wants 
on their team. McKenna has a balance of 
competitiveness and compassion that we 
can all strive for.”

Erhardt has enrolled in numerous medical 
classes, including sports medicine and anat-
omy and physiology, to prepare for a career 
in nursing. She decided on the medical 
career last year after attending a weeklong 
nurse camp at local MultiCare hospitals.

“I love it,” she said. “You really have the 
ability to change someone’s life.”

In addition to her regular class load, she 
is involved in leadership class and school 
service clubs such as RAM crew and 
Rambassadors. This year, she was chosen 
as a spirit leader senior class offi cer.

While some girls grow up dreaming of 
one day being Daffodil Festival queen, 
Erhardt said the thought of entering the 
competition didn’t cross her mind until the 
end of her junior year.

“It’s a great organization full of great role 
models, and the more I learned about it, 
the more I wanted to participate,” she said.

Rogers High Assistant Principal Guy Ko-
vacs praised Erhardt both as a person and for 
her contributions to Rogers High School.

“McKenna is the perfect choice to be 
Daffodil Queen,” Kovacs said. “The pil-
lars of the Daffodil Festival are service 
leadership, great citizenship, and making 
the community a better place. McKenna 
embodies each of those.”

Daffodil Queen plans 
busy year ahead 
continued from page 1

Daffodil Festival Queen Kenna Erhardt reads to children in the 
library with Princess Cierra McMahon of Emerald Ridge High.

Daffodil Festival Queen Kenna Erhardt, of Rogers High,  smiles and 
sings to community members lining the streets of Puyallup in the 
annual Daffodil Parade.

photo courtesy of  the Daffodil Festival
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Physical Therapy staff provided that free 
screening last August.

Athletes unable to attend the free base-
line screenings offered by the district in 
August will need to arrange the testing 
through a qualifi ed medical care provider 
of their choice and at their own expense, 
Wells said.

Concussion screening

Like the testing done last August, this 
year’s baseline testing will ask students 
for a concussion history, including 
whether they have ever suffered from 
symptoms ranging from a headache 
to blurred vision as a result of a head 
injury.

Students will also be asked a series of 
questions that test their ability to recite 
facts (such as the date, day of the week, 
and year), their ability to recall informa-
tion (such as repeating a series of numbers 
or words), and their 
ability to balance (such 
as standing on one foot 
with eyes closed).

By doing the tests be-
fore the start of the fall 
sports season, a team 
trainer or other medical 
personnel will have a 
baseline of what each 
athlete is able to do 
without a head injury, Wells said. Those 
same recall and balance tests can then 
be performed after a head injury to see if 
there are different results.

Each screening is estimated to take ap-

proximately 10 to 15 minutes.

Increasing awareness

Awareness about concussions and the 
potential for health complications — in-
cluding prolonged brain damage and 
even death if the injury is not recognized 
and managed properly — is increasing 
nationwide.

The Puyallup School District includes 
concussion information in its annual Stu-
dent Interscholastic Athletic Handbook. 
All forms in the handbook, including one 
about concussions, must be signed by 
students and their parents or guardians for 
a student to be eligible to participate in 
district athletic programs.

The two-page concussion information 
form, which is also posted on the district 
website, alerts athletes to the potential 

dangers of a brain injury and outlines 
some of the signs and symptoms of a 
concussion. 

Concussion screening
continued from page 3

Free concussion screenings
The following free concussion screen-
ings are offered in August at Sparks 
Stadium:

Friday, August 16
Monday, August 19
Thursday, August 22
Monday, August 26

Tenth graders will be screened between 
8 and 11 a.m., eleventh graders between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m., and twelfth graders 
between 2 and 5 p.m. on all four days. 
Junior high students may arrive for test-
ing anytime between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
on all four screening days.

Rick Wells

Brianna 
Pedicone

Cierra 
McMahon
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Students perform in Marching Bands Showcase
More than 1,000 students from seven ju-
nior high and three comprehensive high 
school bands performed for the commu-
nity in April during a “Marching Bands 
Showcase” at Sparks Stadium. 

Each district band marched around the 
track and played a drum cadence and 
the school’s featured selection in the 
April 13 Daffodil Parade. The bands then 
lined up on the fi eld and played “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” “Marches of 
the Armed Forces,” and “Louie Louie.” 
Superintendent Tim Yeomans served as 
guest conductor for “Louie Louie.”

See more of event photos, including 
a slideshow featuring each of the 10 
schools, on the district website.

Photo: Students perform 
during the opening of the 
Marching Bands Showcase.

District earns eleventh consecutive perfect state audit
The Puyallup School District has re-
ceived its eleventh consecutive perfect 
state audit.

The state Auditor’s Offi ce recently 
released its fi nancial review of how the 
district received and spent its money in 
the 2011-12 school year. 

Auditors concluded that Puyallup has 
sound fi nancial practices and complies 
with state laws and regulations, as well 
as its own policies and procedures, to 
protect taxpayers’ interests.

Because of its stellar record of clean au-
dits, the district qualifi ed this year for an 
abbreviated version of what is normally 
an extensive detailed look at a multitude 
of fi nancial records, including visits to 
schools and program sites.

The time state auditors needed to be in 
the district was cut in half compared to 
previous years, saving the district more 
than $22,000, said Laura Marcoe, direc-
tor of accounting and purchasing.

“This is a huge savings of staff time 
and dollars,” Marcoe said. “We are very 
proud they have chosen to reward us 
in this way based on our long-standing 

history of clean audits. It says a lot about 
their faith in our work based on what 
they have seen from us in the past and the 
fact that we are good stewards of public 
money.”

Auditors will return to doing the full 
district audit next spring, Marcoe said, and 
then an abbreviated version every other 
year.

This year, auditors spent their time re-
viewing the district’s fi nancial statements 
and some of the federal grant money that 
serves students with special needs.

The Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA), for example, provides 
federal funds to states for special educa-
tion programs. States use the funds to 
provide grants to local schools and school 
districts to provide education and services 
to children with special educational needs.

Auditors review documentation of staff 
members who work in the program, in-
cluding those who split their time between 
different job duties, to make sure that 
hours, pay, and job certifi cations are ac-
curately recorded.

“They looked at our procedural safeguards 

and the processes we use to make sure 
that we are spending money in allowable 
areas,” said Kathy Ehman, chief special 
services offi cer. “We have a series of 
checks and balances in place to stay on 
top of those requirements.”

The state audit also reviewed special ser-
vices contracts for consultants and other 
professional services. Auditors look at the 
selection of contracted vendors, for ex-
ample, to make sure all laws are followed.

As part of its fi nancial statement review, 
Marcoe said auditors examine how the 
district reconciles its monthly statements 
and confi rms that its use of state funds, 
including all expenditures, are accurately 
reported to the county treasurer.

“They look very closely to make sure 
things are classifi ed correctly,” Marcoe 
said.

Similarly, auditors look at the district’s 
internal processes to make sure there is 
a separation of duties among employees 
who create billing invoices, for example, 
from those who collect the money. This 
way, the same individual is not billing for 
money and then also collecting the funds.

“This speaks to the integrity of our fi nan-
cial statements,” Marcoe said.

During a presentation to the school board 
in April, Chief Financial Offi cer Corine 
Pennington praised both Marcoe and her 
staff. “They have done a wonderful job 
in setting precedent, being a resource, 
working with the auditors, and just doing 
a terrifi c job.”

Hundreds of students in kindergarten through twelfth grade showcased their learning and artistic 
talents during the Puyallup School District’s 15th annual science fair, straw tower contest, and 10th 
Annual Honoring Cultures Diversity Celebration. The events and exhibits were featured for four days 
in April in conjunction with the Spring Fair in Puyallup.

Photos (clockwise from top left): Northwood Elementary third grader Rhiannon Leach shows off 
her artwork and Woodland Elementary students dance during the Honoring Cultures Diversity 
Celebration. Sunrise Elementary fourth grader Leland Baltazar won second place for his straw tower 
contest design, and Hunt Elementary kindergartner Ethan Taylor won third place for his science fair 
project that studied the question: “Do heavier items fall faster than lighter items?” Taylor explains his 
project to veteran science fair judge Mark Rorem.

Students honor cultures and celebrate science at Spring Fair

Behavior specialist Amy Okeze helps eighth grader Edison Talitiga 
build a tower of blocks. The recent state audit included a review of 
federal grant money that serves students with special needs.
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Emerald Ridge High drama teacher Chris Tavern helps build a set 
for last month’s school production of “Almost Maine.”

grew up in Puyallup and teaches locally 
at Maplewood Elementary, have two chil-
dren. Alexa is a third grader at Fruitland 
Elementary, and Curran is in preschool.

Teaching fi rst grade is a joy, Caufi eld said, 
because students are enthusiastic to learn.

“They love school, they love to learn, and 
they like being around others,” she said.

The majority of each morning is spent on 
literacy, including both reading and writ-
ing instruction and activities.

Shaw Road Elementary has a “Walk-to-
Read” program for one hour each day in 
which students are grouped by reading 
ability. Students either remain in their 
own class for one of the groups or walk 
to a neighboring fi rst-grade classroom to 
receive instruction.

Caufi eld works with high-level readers, 
providing them with challenging read-
ing and related literacy activities. Among 
other things, she has students study a dif-
ferent author each week and write an entry 
in their writing journals each day. 

“It’s fun to see the progression from the 
start to the end of the year,” she said. 
“They start the year barely able to make 
it through the day and only able to write 
short entries in their journals. By the end 
of the year, they can write and write.” 

Afternoons are fi lled with math lessons 
and, at the end of the day, science learn-
ing. Last month, students learned about 
weather, including a unit on wind, and 
recorded their information in a science 
notebook.

They also recently studied penguins. 
Caufi eld incorporated classroom technol-
ogy, including an interactive white board, 
to teach them about different species 
of penguins, where they live, and other 
scientifi c facts.

“We have a lot of subjects we need to 
teach and a lot of learning objectives we 
need to hit every day,” Caufi eld said.

Math instruction in fi rst grade has moved 
away from the drill and practice that 
many adults might remember to teaching 
students how to analyze problems and be 
able to explain their answer, she said.

“It’s not good enough anymore to just 
have the right answer, so I help them learn 
how to write an explanation of how they 
solved a particular math problem,” she 
said. “We do a lot of higher-level thinking 
in here.”

In addition to her work in the classroom, 

Teachers of the Year
continued from page 1

Caufi eld has served six years on the 
school district’s diversity committee and 
the past several years on the Shaw Road 
Elementary diversity committee.

Communication with parents and guard-
ians is key to each child’s success, Cau-
fi eld said. She sends home a parent news-
letter every Friday and also communicates 
with families on the district website.

In a letter nominating Caufi eld for the 
award, Teresa Finley, whose granddaugh-
ter is in the class, described Caufi eld as 
“an amazingly patient and caring fi rst-
grade teacher” whose directives are clear 
and concise.

Shaw Road Elementary parent Crystal 
Harrison, whose two daughters had Cau-
fi eld as their teacher in fi rst grade, said 
her children were excited to go to school 
every day. 

“She has a smile that lights up the room 
and a really great energy that makes stu-
dents want to learn,” Harrison said.

Chris Tavern
Emerald Ridge High

Emerald Ridge High School senior Katie 
Baker admits she knew little about theater 
and even less about acting when teacher 
Chris Tavern convinced her six years ago 
to audition for a part in a Kalles Junior 
High production.

“I had just started seventh grade,” she 
said. “I got a small part 
with fi ve lines, and I 
thought it was the big-
gest honor.”

That acting role turned 
out to be the fi rst of 
many for Baker. The 
once timid seventh 
grader has grown both 
in her understanding 
of theater and in her 
self-confi dence under 
the leadership of Tavern, 
who was fi rst her drama 
teacher at Kalles Junior 
High and then her the-
ater director the past two 
years at Emerald Ridge 
High.

In fall, she will begin her 
freshman year at Colum-
bia College in Chicago, 
where she plans to major 
in theater and acting.

“Mr. Tavern sees a lot of potential in 
people,” Baker said. “He has so much 
passion for what he does and really cares 
about every one of his students. He wants 
us to succeed and be good human beings.”

Tavern has spent the past three years 
teaching acting, stagecraft, and American 
Studies at Emerald Ridge High. Before 
that, he taught six years at Kalles Junior 
High, including drama, English, writing 
lab, and science. 

In 2009, he earned National Board Certifi -
cation — one of the highest honors in the 
teaching profession.

“We have a number of amazing adults 
who are passionate about student learn-
ing at Emerald Ridge, none more so than 
Mr. Chris Tavern,” said Principal Brian 
Lowney. “He is thoughtful about his 
teaching practice and refl ective, always 
asking more of himself as well as his 
students.”

Administrative intern Lorraine Hirakawa 
added, “I have seen Chris work with 
typically shy students to create remark-
able characters and improve not only their 
acting ability, but their self-esteem and 

self-awareness. He has the patience and 
supportive nature that encourages risk-
taking while providing a safe place for 
students to experiment with the elements 
of drama.”

Tavern said he makes it clear, especially to 
students who are shy, that it’s normal to be 
afraid or scared of standing on stage and 
reciting lines before a roomful of people.

“They can do amazing things — they just 
have to believe they can do it,” Tavern 
said. “There is always the risk it’s not 
going to go well, but by being able to take 
that risk, the amount of reward is ampli-
fi ed exponentially.”

Puyallup is home for Tavern, having at-
tended Firgrove Elementary, Ballou Junior 
High, and Rogers High schools.

Fifteen years ago, Tavern starred during 
his senior year in a major role in the high 
school’s Guys & Dolls musical. This year 
he directed the same production at Emer-
ald Ridge High School.

“Guys & Dolls has a very special place in 
my heart,” he wrote in an event program 
distributed in February to sold-out audi-
ences at the show. “Playing Nicely-Nicely 
in that production is, by far, my favorite 
memory from high school and still holds 
up as the best role I ever had the opportu-
nity to play.”

Tavern graduated from Rogers High in 
1998 and earned his bachelor of fi ne arts 
degree in theatre four years later from 
Pacifi c Lutheran University (PLU). He 
graduated summa cum laude (highest 
academic honors) with minors in writing, 
history, and religion.

His fi rst experience overseeing a school 
theater production 
came during his senior 
year in college when 
he directed the Ballou 
Junior High play, “No 
More Homework.”

It was also during 
college that Tavern 
married his wife, 
Erin, now a fi rst-grade 
teacher at Edgerton 
Elementary in Puyal-
lup. Their 5-year-old 
daughter, Leila, will 
start kindergarten at 
Woodland Elementary 
this fall.

After college, Tavern 
worked as a sound 
board operator and 
technician for Is-
saquah’s Village The-
atre and auditioned for 
local theater roles. 

It wasn’t long be-

fore Tavern realized his heart was with 
teaching theater. He earned his teaching 
certifi cate from PLU two years later and 
completed his student teaching at Kalles 
Junior High.
   
Tavern describes his teaching style as one 
that focuses more on the process than the 
end product.

“I try not to tell students ‘stand like this,’ 
or ‘say it this way,’” he said. “It’s about 
teaching them to investigate what they 
need to do to be successful rather than 
me telling them. When they are allowed 
the opportunity to discover their charac-
ter, it feels much more authentic to the 
audience.”

Extensive preparation goes into every pro-
duction, he said, including having students 
thoroughly read and research plays before 
auditions begin.

Some of the “coolest moments of my 
teaching career,” he said, happen each 
spring when a handful of his students are 
selected to direct their own one-act plays.

“I get to sit back and work with them as 
peers,” Tavern said.

Tavern’s passion for theater extends be-
yond the classroom, including working as 
musical director/assistant director at four 
PLU productions over the past decade. 

“His passion for theater in all of its facets 
has given students the knowledge of not 
only the process of theater, but of them-
selves and their value to the world,” said 
Kellie McRill, the school offi ce manager 
who also nominated Tavern for the award. 
“His open attitudes and welcoming de-
meanor bring genuine enthusiasm into his 
classroom spaces.”

Shaw Road Elementary teacher Adrienne 
Caufi eld talks with fi rst graders (from left)
Lucas Knapp and Quincy Everson.

Puyallup School District Teachers of the Year 
(from left) Chris Tavern and Adrienne Caufi eld.



Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Rogers High graduate launches his own dental practice

continued on page 8

Photography teacher
continued from page 3

also nominated Meyerhoff for the award. 
She described how Meyerhoff, who has 
been undergoing kidney dialysis the past 
three years, visited her class during a 
unit about the urinary system to explain 
challenges and procedures associated with 
kidney dialysis.

“His caring for students shows in the 
things that he does every day,” she said.

Meyerhoff said it’s been nearly three years 
since his name was added to a transplant 
list and added it generally takes three to 
fi ve years to fi nd a match. He does dialysis 
fi ve times a week at his home in Puyallup.

“I am fairly healthy,” said Meyerhoff, who 
has a son, Tyler, and daughter, Angela, 
who both graduated from Emerald Ridge 
High. “There are people a lot worse off 
than I am.”

Meyerhoff has been teaching for 22 years. 
Before coming to Emerald Ridge High in 
2000, he worked in the Auburn, Vashon 
Island, and Everett school districts. Over 
the years, he has taught photography, 
yearbook, computer applications, and 
social studies.

This year he teaches three beginning 
photography classes and one advanced 
photography class, in addition to coaching 

wrestling and golf. In 2009, he was named 
the state’s Coach of the Year in girls wres-
tling, followed two years later with the 4A 
Coach of the Year award.

His photography students, some of whom 
are also athletes on his wrestling or golf 
teams or on the yearbook staff, speak 
to his high expectations for work to be 
turned in on time and for students to do 
their best work.

“He wants the best of everyone in the 
class, and he will prod you to meet your 
deadlines,” said Sarah Barker. The senior 
is enrolled in his advanced photography 
class and is also photo editor of the Jag-
Wire newspaper.

The quality of Meyerhoff’s student work, 
ranging from photography students to the 
yearbook staff, is recognized each year at 
state and national journalism contests.

This year is no exception, as several of 
Meyerhoff’s students won awards in April 
for news feature or yearbook photography 
at the national Journalism Education As-
sociation conference.

Career Specialist Patti McMullan summed 
up his teaching by saying, “Jim is an ex-
ceptional teacher who has given students 
the skills and confi dence to approach each 
assignment with a creative mind, knowl-
edge, and most importantly their own 
style. They absolutely love learning and 
excel in the fi nal product.” 

After nearly a decade of working as a den-
tist in this country and overseas, including 
serving on two humanitarian missions in 
Ecuador, Rogers High graduate Peter El-
ton has recently launched his own dental 
practice in Gig Harbor.

The 1997 graduate purchased a practice 
last month from two retiring dentists. He 
sees about 30 patients a day and works 
with a 13-member staff, including hygien-
ists and offi ce personnel.

Buying his own practice is the culmina-
tion of years of hard work as both a vol-
unteer and paid dentist, including several 
years in the U.S. Army Dental Corps and, 
more recently, working as a dental associ-

ate at a private practice 
in Puyallup.

Post-high school 
education

After high school, 
Elton attended one 
year at Brigham Young 
University (BYU) in 
Provo, Utah and then 
embarked on a two-

year church mission in Brazil. It was there 
that Elton decided to become a dentist.

He recalls the day he called his father, 
who is also a dentist, to discuss classes he 
would take when he returned to BYU.

“I asked him if he liked being a dentist, 
and the answer was a clear ‘yes.’ I remem-
ber talking on the phone with him and 
watching all of these little kids running 
around dirt streets. I decided right then 
and there that I wanted to be of service to 
people as a dentist.”

Over the next four years, Elton earned his 
bachelor’s degree in zoology. Majoring in 
this fi eld provided the necessary prereq-

uisites, he said, to be accepted into dental 
school.

While in college, Elton joined and was 
elected president of a pre-dental student 
club. As president, he organized a dental 
humanitarian expedition in 2002 and 2003 
to the Galapagos Islands in Ecuador.

Elton coordinated the efforts of more than 
100 dentists and volunteers and lived 
briefl y in the Galapagos Islands while 
setting up hotels and facilities for those 
participating in the program. He is fl uent 
in Spanish and Portuguese.

“This was a way for me to experience 
dentistry in a completely different setting,” 
he said. “Our dentists taught the local 
dentists there different techniques. It was 
so rewarding to see how grateful the people 
there were for our service. It was also 
personally gratifying to provide dental care 
without expecting anything in return.”

In 2003, Elton also married Rogers High 
Class of 1998 graduate Brooke Carpenter.
After graduation from BYU, Elton moved 
to Massachusetts to attend Boston Univer-
sity’s Goldman School of Dental Medicine.

He graduated Cum Laude in 2008 with 
a doctorate of dental medicine and also 
received a faculty prosthodontics award. 
Prosthodontics is a branch of dentistry that 
deals with the replacement of missing teeth 
and related mouth or jaw structures by 
bridges, dentures, or other artifi cial devices.

During his time in Boston, Elton interned 
at two dental offi ces and volunteered for 
community service, including helping 
with a Special Olympics dental screening 
at Harvard University.

Military service

After earning his doctorate, Elton worked 

nearly three years as a general dentist with 
the U.S. Army Dental Corps in Landstuhl, 
Germany. He was awarded an Army Com-
mendation Medal in 2011 for meritorious 
service and dedication to duty.

While in Landstuhl, Elton treated U.S. 
and NATO soldiers who were evacuated 
from Iraq and Afghanistan with medical 
and dental combat injuries. He also treated 
their family members, including children.

Among the cases Elton treated were sol-
diers whose front teeth were shattered by 
improvised explosive device (IED) blasts.

“They couldn’t eat because they had bro-
ken teeth or exposed nerves,” he said.

Elton returned to Joint Base Lewis-
McChord in March 2001 and worked six 
months as a brigade dentist, providing 
comprehensive dental care to brigade sol-

diers in clinic and fi eld tent settings using 
portable equipment.

He then spent one year with the U.S. 
Army Dental Corps serving on a team 
of eight dental providers responsible for 
the care of nearly 10,000 soldiers at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord.

Coming home to Puyallup

This past year, Elton returned to private 
practice working as an associate dentist 
with Puyallup Valley Dental Care, owned 
by dentist Steven Urback. 

While working with Urback, in addition to 
placing fi llings and crowns, Elton used his 
surgical skills to place dental implants and 
bone grafts, as well as to remove teeth, 
including impacted molars.

Five schools win Washington 
Achievement Awards
Edgerton, Maplewood, Ridgecrest, Stew-
art, and Woodland elementary schools 
have each been selected to receive one or 
more Washington Achievement Awards.

The annual awards program, sponsored 
by the Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and State Board of 
Education, celebrates Washington’s 
top-performing schools. A total of 381 
schools statewide received the awards.

Elementary, middle/junior high, and 
comprehensive high schools are rec-
ognized for achievement in overall 
excellence, language arts, math, sci-
ence, extended graduation rate, closing 
achievement gaps, and high progress.

Ridgecrest, Stewart, and Woodland el-
ementary schools earned the top Overall 
Excellence award. They are among 
only 65 schools statewide to receive the 
honor.

In addition, Ridgecrest Elementary re-
ceived an award for science and closing 
achievement gaps, Stewart Elementary 
was recognized for closing achieve-
ment gaps, and Woodland Elementary 

received commendation for science.

Edgerton and Maplewood elementary 
schools each received the award for clos-

Ridgecrest Elementary fi fth 
grader Max Sayenko answers 
a question during class.

continued on page 8

Rogers High graduate Peter Elton cares for a patient at his new 
general dentistry practice in Gig Harbor.

Peter Elton
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District launches new website and logo

Ridgecrest Elementary teacher Jennifer Fraumeni teaches science 
using a computer program that engages students with the use of 
handheld remotes. The school earned two state achievement awards.

He also volunteered to help provide 
dental services for Puyallup School 
District students served by a mo-
bile dental van program that Urback 
founded a decade ago.

The Medical Teams International Dental 
Van Program provides a fully equipped 
two-chair mobile dental clinic that trav-
els to schools in the district to provide 
free dental services to students from 
low-income families. Most recently, 
Elton provided dental care to Hunt El-
ementary children.

Urback described Elton as a skilled den-
tist who was liked by staff and patients.

High school years

Elton became a student in this district in 
tenth grade after having spent his child-
hood traveling to various parts of the 
world with his military family.

At Rogers High, Elton participated in 
the arts and athletics while earning col-
lege credit for Running Start classes at 
Pierce College.

He played upright bass in the school 
orchestra, enrolled in pottery and art 
classes, competed one year on the junior 
varsity soccer team, and excelled on the 
Rams diving team, winning 14th place 
in state during his senior year.

Elton highlighted the work he did for his 
senior year culminating project during sev-
eral dental school interviews. His project 
included making his own electric guitar.

“I think of dentistry as an extension of 
art,” Elton said. “Just like I made things 
during art class in school, I am now 
making crowns, dentures, and basically 
making little sculptures and creating art 
in the mouth.”

Future goals

The 34-year-old said he decided to buy a 
practice in Gig Harbor to remain close to 
his family in the Puget Sound region and 
to enjoy hobbies including cycling and 
scuba diving. 

He and his wife live in Olympia with 
their three children, ages 2, 4, and 6. 
He plans to relocate his family to Gig 
Harbor in the next year.

Elton said he looks forward to meeting 
the many patients who were cared for by 
the two retired dentists. 

“I want to continue the legacy this prac-
tice has established.”

Local businesses and community 
groups will set up donation boxes 
throughout the community during the 
month of August to collect back-to-
school supplies for students in need.

Several organizations are partnering 
with Communities In Schools (CIS) 
of Puyallup and the Puyallup School 
District to organize the supply drives. 
A list of participating organizations 
and drop-off locations is on the Puy-
allup School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Items especially in need this year in-
clude backpacks, 2”-3” binders, graph 
paper, highlighters, colored pencils, and 
notebook section dividers.

School supply drive 
set for August

Graduate profi le
continued from page 7

ing achievement gaps.

“This recognition, as well as our many 
Schools of Distinction that are among the 
top 5 percent of schools statewide that 
demonstrated improvement in reading 
and math, speaks highly of the quality of 
education students receive in the Puyallup 
School District,” said Superintendent Tim 
Yeomans.

The Puyallup School Board honored the 
fi ve schools at its May 13 meeting and 
presented each school with fl owers.

The state also honored the Puyallup 
schools along with other winners state-
wide during an awards ceremony on April 
30 in Covington. The schools received a 
Washington Achievement Award banner to 
hang in their buildings.

The Washington Achievement Award, now 
in its fourth year, is based on statewide as-

sessment data for the three previous years.

This is the second consecutive year that 
Ridgecrest Elementary has won the Over-
all Excellence award.

Read more about these awards on the 
district website, including comments from 
school principals and teachers explaining 
how improved instruction helped contrib-
ute to the latest state recognitions.

Five schools win state 
achievement awards
continued from page 7

A new district website featuring up-to-
date information, photos, and videos 
launched last month and is designed to ac-
tively engage students, teachers, families, 
and the community.

The new website is focused on the user’s 
experience, making retrieving informa-
tion easier, faster, and more effi cient, said 
Brian Fox, executive director of commu-
nications, information, and arts education.

“We hope our community fi nds this new 
website easy to navigate and fi lled with 
current and useful information,” Fox said.

The Home page design 
features a background image 
of Mt. Rainier and daffodils 
in the Puyallup Valley, a 
slideshow of rotating photos 
that feature student learn-
ing linked to current news 
articles, and three columns 
of news and information.
 
Like the former website, the 
newly designed site features 
upcoming events, news, a 
featured video, links to other pages, and a 
Student Gallery of artwork by students in 
kindergarten through grade 12.

A search button, depicted with a magnify-
ing glass icon at the top of the Home page, 
makes it easy for users to fi nd information 
they need at the click of a button.

A globe icon can be clicked to translate 
pages into different languages, while a 
megaphone image can be clicked to share 
the page in social media.

Seven icons, also at the top of the Home 

The school district’s new website Home page includes a slideshow of photos, upcoming events, news, 
a featured video, links to other pages, and a Student Gallery of artwork by students in kindergarten 
through grade 12. The new logo refl ects “A Tradition of Excellence.” Newly designed school websites 
will be phased in this summer to join the three schools that launched on May 15 — Karshner 
Elementary, Ballou Junior High, and Walker High (see image below).

page, can be clicked for quick access 
to information about school calendars, 
bus schedules, lunch menus, emergency 
information, and Home Access Center, as 
well as direct links to the school district 
Facebook and Twitter accounts.

The new website is easily accessible from 
mobile phones or similar mobile commu-
nication devices. 

Newly designed school websites will be 
phased in beginning this spring and con-
tinue through summer in time for the fi rst 
day of school on Wednesday, September 4.

Walker High, Ballou Junior 
High, and Karshner Elemen-
tary school websites also 
launched on May 15 along 
with the district website.

The school websites, which 
include a message from the 
principal on the Home page, 
will be integrated into the 
main district site as one com-
munications platform. This 
will make it possible to send 

information quickly and easily to all 32 
schools, Fox said.

Teachers throughout the district will also 
be developing their own website pages 
during a phasing-in process in the 2013-14 
school year. TeacherWeb (SWIFT) sites 
will be discontinued with the launch of the 
new school sites.

The school district’s Communications and 
Information department and the Informa-
tion Technology Center have contracted 
with the Edline company to create the new 
website. 

The district website was last updated in 
2005. Since then, various schools have 
updated sites separate from the district 
Web page.

New district logo

The new website also features the newly 
designed Puyallup School District logo.

The redesigned logo replaces one that 
was more than 20 years old. The new 
logo was selected after a survey of all 
district staff members, as well as commu-
nity members who have signed up as key 
communicators.
 
The same survey, which asked for a top 
choice among three proposed logos, was 
also linked on the district Facebook page 
to invite community input. The survey 
generated feedback from more than 2,000 
staff and community members.

Designed by a professional graphic artist 
in the area, the new logo features a blue 
banner bordered in yellow. Inside the ban-
ner is a capital letter “P” for Puyallup and 
an image of a snow-covered Mt. Rainier 
that includes the year the district was 
incorporated (1854).

To the right of the logo is the Puyallup 
School District name atop its new tagline, 
“A Tradition of Excellence.”

“Members of the Puyallup community 
take great pride in their schools and in 
the tradition of excellence in education 
which can be found in Puyallup schools,” 
Fox said. “With our new logo and our 
new website, we hope to represent the 
students and alumni of our schools in an 
elegant and professional fashion.”


